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Water Use Advisory Council

December 14, 2021
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1. Welcome
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WUAC Chair Order for  12/14/21

• Bryan Burroughs, Executive Director (Items 1-8)

Michigan Trout Unlimited 

• Brian Eggers, Principal (Items 9-12)

AKT Peerless Environmental
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2. Roll Call

3. Approval of Agenda –Roll Call Vote

4. Approval of Minutes—Roll Call Vote
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5. Public Comment
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6. Legislative Update
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7. Monitoring Well Network 
Update
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8. Committee Chair Reports
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A. Data Collection Committee

Bryan Burroughs
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B. Implementation Strategies 
Committee

Laura Campbell

Doug Needham
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• Committee met October 21, 2021

• Discussed the status of funding for the 2020 
WUAC Report Recommendations

• Began discussions about ideas and 
recommendations for the 2022 WUAC Report 
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The WUAC Implementation Strategy 
Committee requests that the 

following items be dropped from the 
recommendations that were 

identified in the 2014 WUAC report
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• TU 2.2 
– Make the WWAT registration number a required field in Wellogic (and on paper 

well logs) for high-capacity wells.

• Reason for recommending that this item be closed
– EGLE is currently able to run Wellogic to identify pumps with capacity of over 70 

gallons per min so there is no need to make this be a required field. Also, the 
Drinking Unit water does not support this recommended change as it is impossible 
to implement and there appears to be no support from industry and EGLE.

The WUAC Implementation Strategy Committee requests that the 
following item be dropped from the recommendations that were 
identified in the 2014 WUAC report
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• TU 3.1 
– The process for checking the compliance of “as built” well construction details 

with WWAT and/or SSR registrations of groundwater LQWs should be automated.  
Discrepancies between these should be flagged for follow up by staff.

• Reason for recommending that this item be closed
– This recommendation is not supported by EGLE DWEHD nor the MGWA.  The 

process for checking this information is labor intensive but EGLE has added staff 
and is keeping up with issues. Also, there was a training recommendation in the 
2014 Report (TU 3.2 – The DEQ should work with stakeholders to increase the 
understanding of Part 327 requirements for owners of newly constructed large 
capacity wells and increase compliance with the requirement to report 
differences between registered and “as built” well characteristics.) that will help 
resolve this issue moving forward.

The WUAC Implementation Strategy Committee requests that the 
following item be dropped from the recommendations that were 
identified in the 2014 WUAC report
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C. Models Committee

Dave Hamilton

Jim Nicholas
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Water Use Advisory Council
Models Committee

Revisiting the “Half Max Rule”

Streamflow Depletion 
Apportionment
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Adjacent streams 
identified
by stream segments with 
non-zero depletion 
fractions estimated by the 
Thiessen polygon depletion 
apportionment equation.
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Calhoun2

130 Stream segments 
identified using “adjacent and 
expanding”.
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Calhoun2

7 Stream segments identified 
using “adjacent”.
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Calhoun2
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Calhoun2
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Calhoun2
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Kalamazoo2
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Cass2
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Montcalm2
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D. New Topics Committee

Pat Staskiewicz

Jason Walther
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E. Conservation and Efficiency 
Committee

Emily Finnell

Kelly Turner
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WCE Committee Update

• Continued speaker series
– Yvonne Lewis, Consumers Energy, Residential Programs on 

Water Conservation, 
– James Clift, MI Healthy Climate Plan
– Jeremiah Asher, New Topics Committee presentation on 

Groundwater Offset Program
– Matt Yates, Resource Conservation Partners, January 6, 2022

• Dow Fellows Project Team 
– Submitted Draft Report for internal review
– Final Report due December 10
– Committee to review and discuss next steps based on report 

findings
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WCE Committee Update

• Ag Efficiency Recommendation 
– Subgroup formed to make progress toward goals of 

recommendation

– Developed a narrative to help legislators understand the 
need for the request

• What is happening now for irrigation education and a 
bit of a needs assessment to show the gap that the 
recommendation would cover along with a sample 
position description.
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WCE Committee in 2022

• Reviewing 2021 Work Plan and Developing 
2022 Annual Work Plan

• Monthly meetings scheduled first Thursday at 
9 am

• Continuing speaker series to generate 
discussion and broaden knowledge
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Joint Aquatic Sciences Meeting, May 14-20,2022

• Organized by Consortium of Aquatic Science Societies including International 
Association for Great Lakes Research

• Hosted at DeVos Convention Center, Grand Rapids, MI

• Emily Finnell, OGL Co-Chair with Peter Johnson, Conference of Great Lakes 
Governors and Premiers

• Session - Improving and Implementing Water Conservation and Water Use 
Efficiency across the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Basin to protect water and water 
dependent natural resources.

• Focus on: Priority research areas identified by Regional Body and Compact 
Council for 2022 - how to better understand which water conservation and 
efficiency programs will have greatest impact in preserving water resources, 
but doing it in such a way as to protect water dependent natural resources, 
including aquatic species

• Emphasis on engaging indigenous organizations and encouraging traditional 
ecological knowledge



52

Joint Aquatic Sciences Meeting, May 14-20,2022

• Conference theme – Rapid Changes – Collaborative Solutions 

• Target audience: Scientists, practitioners, policy makers, others

• Call for Abstracts due January 10, 2022

• Registration opens in Spring 2022

• Cost ranges depending on membership/# of days attending 

• Hybrid in person/virtual recorded presentations

• More information at https://jasm2022.aquaticsocieties.org/

• 5 Year Science Strategy at 
https://www.glslregionalbody.org/science-and-research/

https://jasm2022.aquaticsocieties.org/
https://www.glslregionalbody.org/science-and-research/
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Co-Chair Brian Eggers

Agenda Items 9-12
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9. Program Update

Water Use Advisory Council

December 14, 2021
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Outline

• Program Metrics

• WUAU Personnel Update

• Depleted WMA Status Update

• Questions
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WUAU Personnel Update

• Austen York starts 1/10/2022

• SSR Geologist 9
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Compliance Numbers
July 9, 2021 - November 30, 2021

• Compliance Communications  275

– After the Fact Registrations 20

– Missing Pump Information Requests 63

– Revised Registrations 108

– Installation Verification Requests 84

• Violation Notices 19

• Complaints 7
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Quarterly Metrics
October 1-December 6, 2021

• 3 Pre-screening Reviews Passed

• 1 Pre-screening Reviews Denied

• 0 Pre-screening Reviews Retracted

• 1 327 Permits Issued
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July 9, 2021 – November 30, 2021
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July 9, 2021 – November 30, 2021

97

2 9
11

Total SSRs Received and Determinations Made During 
Program Year 13

SSRs Authorized Denied Retracted Still Pending
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Statutory Deadline: 10 Business Days

Average Number of Business Days 
from Receipt of SSR Request: 

Percentage of SSRs completed 
within 10 Business Days: 

Program Year 13 Timeliness

73%

9 Days

July 9, 2021 – November 30, 2021
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Depleted Watersheds as of 12/6/2021

Name Number County Type
Index Flow 

(gpm)
Allowable 
Depletions

Current 
Depletions

South Branch 
Kalamazoo 

River
10018 Hillsdale/Jackson Cool Stream 1930 482 -357

Greggs Brook 11745 Allegan Cool stream 853 213 -174

Halfway Creek 7235
Monroe/ 
Lenawee

Warm 
Stream

583 140 -101

Dickinson 
Creek

(Station 
#:041035285)

3452 Calhoun
Cold 

Transitional 
Stream

898 39 -65

Osborn Drain
(Station 

#:041015313)
19606 Van Buren/ Cass

Cold 
Transitional 

Stream
1571 63 -39

Whitmore 
Drain

20950
Saginaw/ Gratiot/ 

Midland
Warm 
Stream

135 32 -33

Butterfield 
Creek

13883 Missaukee
Cold 

Transitional 
Stream

6732 269 -26
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Questions?

Jim Milne
Water Use Assessment Unit

EGLE Water Resources Division
517-285-3253

milnej@michigan.gov
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Michigan Department of 

Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy

800-662-9278
Michigan.gov/EGLE

Follow us at:  Michigan.gov/EGLEConnect

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fegle%2F0%2C9429%2C7-135-3306-388510--%2C00.html&data=02%7C01%7CFeuersteinH%40michigan.gov%7C1871aa83887a4b0c644d08d6c74896a4%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636915511908961303&sdata=fe3hjbWp%2Bxu3L36LeIf0XFYcZgRvp%2FcdvER529jJL8o%3D&reserved=0
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10. Next Meeting 
Dates and Formats
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11. Open Comments
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12. Motion to Adjourn




